Neonatal and prepubertal male rats were treated with human chorionic gonadotropin (hCG, 5 
and that they are present in adult testes (Kerr & Knell 1988) , although their density is extremely low (about 0-2% of the adult Leydig cell population). However, during the first postnatal weeks they are a numerically important component of the rat interstitium. Luteinizing hormone (LH) is the main trophic stimulus either for Leydig cell differentiation or testicular steroidogenesis (Preslock 1980 , Molenaar et al. 1986 ). During the early postnatal period, the negative feed-back for LH is probably main¬ tained by the secretory activity of foetal Leydig cells (Huhtaniemi 1989 , Risbridger et al. 1989 . Recent (Fig. 2b) . Mitotic figures and macrophages were also abundant (Fig. 2b) .
Quantitative data are shown in 
